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IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction
Mum, I'm Alien Pregnant is an independent
and original sci-fi body-horror comedy
film shot in Aotearoa, New Zealand in 2024.
Directed by THUNDERLIPS and Produced
by Hot Candle Wave.

Early in the development of this film, the
producers decided that sustainability
would be a priority for this project, and a
sustainability manager was brought onto
the project during development. The
following report details the sustainability
initiatives undertaken by the production's
crew, producers, and sustainability
managers.



Commute
35.4%

Food
25.3%

Fuel
19.2%

Flights
9.1%

Waste
5.1%Materials

and other
2%

carboncarboncarbon
FootprintFootprintFootprint
carbon
Footprint

TOTAL

30.6 TONNES
CO2E

APPROXIMATELY 20 T CO2E
LESS THAN OUR PROJECTED

EMISSIONS ACCORDING TO THE
GREENLIT CARBON

CALCULATOR.

ESTIMATES BASED ON AVAILABLE DATA.
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CARPOOLING

We encouraged carpooling through:
Setting up a carpooling channel in Slack.
Making a carpooling plan with people
who live in the same area mapped out
and suggested to travel together,
particularly through prep.

We had some uptake. While carpooling
presents a lot of challenges, we recommend
that other productions encourage and
incentivise this strategy as commuting is
often a major source of emissions.
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PLUGGING IN

In NZ when you plug into grid power, 85–88% of
the electricity you're using is from renewable
resources (it's the same no matter which company
you're with or where you are). This means that
plugging into grid power instead of running diesel
and petrol generators is a massive carbon win.
On Mum, I’m Alien Pregnant Sustainability, LX and
locations worked together and made a plan to plug
into power at the majority of locations, for at least
a portion of our power needs.

RIGHT-SIZING

Often on productions the generators used are
over-spec for the electricity required. On Mum, I’m
Alien Pregnant this was discussed with key teams
and our generator was downsized for part of the
shoot.
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CREW EDUCATION

Crew were educated on a wide variety of
carbon reduction strategies including:

Efficient driving
Efficient heating and cooling
Power reduction strategies
Transport reduction strategies, i.e. meeting
online
Right-sizing of vehicles and generators.

This education happened from prep to wrap
through sustainability videos, newsletters,
posters and departmental hui.
Posters and newsletters also included waste
reduction and general sustainability
information.
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Our waste footprint and reduction strategies



THIS WASTE FOOTPRINT COVERS ON-SITE SORTING ONLY —
NOT FACTORING IN THE DIVERSION RATES OF OUR
VENDORS.

RECYCLING
33.3%

DONATION
28.3%

Landfill
27.3%

COMPOST
11.2%

TOTAL WASTE 
39,032.00 LITRES.



ReductionReductionReductionReduction

CONSTRUCTION RECYCLING

Construction waste was recycled
with Green Gorilla through the use

of Green Gorilla flexi bags.

FOUR BINS

Soft plastic, compost, mixed
recycling and landfill available on set

and at the production office. 



ZERO WASTE HUB

The art department worked with the
Glen Innes zero waste hub to borrow

a number of items for the shoot.
This saved the production money

on both purchases and disposal and
also benefited the zero waste team,
as many items were improved (i.e.
fixed or painted) by our crew for

staging.

SPECIALTY RECYCLING
STREAMS

Electronic waste, battery recycling
and secure paper recycling was all

offered at the office and on set.
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ART RECYCLING

Art materials were sorted to be
recycled at Waitākere refuse
centre. It is unclear, however,

whether the sorting was
undertaken correctly by crew

and staff at the centre. There is
an established culture of

dumping items at the end of a
shoot rather than fully sorting,
and ongoing work is needed to
implement effective material

recycling and reuse.

SALES

A number of items were sold,
bringing hundreds of dollars back
into the production budget. This

number could be higher if there was
more time available for items to be

listed and sold to the highest
bidder.
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FOOD DONATIONS

Each day leftover food was donated
to a local food rescue program. 

DONATIONS

The art department sourced through
op shops and crew. At the end of

shoot, items were donated to:
op shops

community theatre groups
a local kindergarten

families through Facebook
Marketplace.
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This film had a lot of slime. The art
team worked really hard to find as
many compostable options as
possible for all the slimes in this film.
Some materials that were used
include:

Kombucha SCOBYs
Yoghurt
Compostable moisture beads
Agar

The majority (around 80%) of slime
was able to be commercially
composted at the end of the
production.
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WE PROVIDED VIDEOS TO GREENLIT
FOR SOCIAL MEDIA.

OUR SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER AND
PRODUCER TOOK PART IN A
WEBINAR TO TALK ABOUT THE
SUSTAINABILITY EFFORTS WE
UNDERTOOK.

SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER HOURS
TOWARDS DEVELOPING LARGER
INDUSTRY TOOLS AND STRATEGY
THROUGH GREENLIT.

THIS REPORT WILL BE RELEASED
THROUGH GREENLIT FOR OTHER
LOCAL PRODUCTIONS TO LEARN
FROM.

THESE ARE THE CONTRIBUTIONS WE MADE TO
BROADER SUSTAINABILITY IN OUR INDUSTRY THAT

ARE NOT EASILY MEASURED.

https://greenlit.org.nz/speaker-sessions/sustainablescenesseminar/
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Learnings and
suggestions

There was a really collaborative crew
culture on this production, supported by
9-hour work days and a culture of care
cultivated by the production team. This
had a really positive impact on people's
engagement with sustainability.

While we had some uptake of carpooling,
we recommend that other productions
continue to explore ways to incentivise
and encourage this further.

Many crew reported how much they
enjoyed working with a sustainability
manager and felt supported to improve the
ways they were working.

IT WAS AWESOME - MORE LOCAL
PRODUCTIONS SHOULD DO IT.

Crew still need more education on waste
and emission reduction. Things still end up
in the wrong bins sometimes.
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